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Abstract

The use of moral theories in welfare economics began with Pigou’s
initiative in introducing Bentham’s utilitarianism into the theory of welfare
economics. Since then, a very close relationship has emerged between
welfare economics and moral philosophy. This research mainly answers
the question as to how contemporary welfare economics has established a
connection between moral philosophy and welfare economics. By
explaining this connection, one can explore the relationship between
welfare economics and Islamic moral philosophy in broader research.
Using the analytical method, in this article, we will examine the position of
normative moral theories in welfare economics and pave the way for
presenting indigenous and Islamic theories in welfare economics. Based on
the research findings, among the types of moral theories, normative moral
theories are used as the main topic in welfare economics and mainly in
social welfare functions. Also, among the three elements of social welfare
functions, the dependent variable is most closely related to ethical issues
and moral philosophy. Accordingly, welfare function is determined by the
criterion in the dependent variable.

Keywords: welfare economics, social welfare function, philosophy of ethics,
descriptive ethics, normative ethics, meta-ethics.
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