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Abstract

Neoclassical economic rationality, which is defined as the optimal choice of
means to achieve assumed goals, based on stable preferences, has been
reduced to instrumental rationality. This conception of rationality, which has
its roots in Cartesian philosophy, Kantian reason, and Weber's distinction
between instrumental rationality and value rationality, portrays the "rational
man" only as a calculating person separated from moral and social contexts.
The present article argues with a critical approach that such a conception of
rationality is not a universal truth, but a historical-cultural construct in the
context of Western civilization, which ignores the basic dimensions of
human economic behavior. In this article, using the analytical method,
rationality is examined from three perspectives: first, the philosophical
perspective, by analyzing the thoughts of Descartes, Kant, and Weber;
Second, the social-institutional perspective, with an emphasis on the
institutionalized human being in the context of social relations and culture;
And third, from a psychological point of view, by taking advantage of the
achievements of behavioral economics and neuroeconomics. The research
findings show the limitations of neoclassical rationality in explaining the real
economic behavior of humans. As an alternative to this reductionist view,
the article proposes the concept of "dynamic fuzzy rationality" based on
Sadra'i philosophy. In this framework, rationality is not considered an
absolute and two-valued attribute, but rather a continuous, multidimensional
and transformable spectrum. This model provides the possibility of
achieving a more realistic and comprehensive framework for understanding
and explaining human economic behavior.

Keywords: Economic man, Neoclassical rationality, Institutionalized man,
Behavioral economics, Sadra's wisdom, Dynamic Fuzzy Rationality.
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